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The children’s Christmas 
party will be held on the 
14th of December this 
year and promises to be 
lots of fun with food, an 
entertainer and a special 
visit from Santa! Invites 
will be given out nearer 
the time and I very much 
look forward to seeing 

everyone from Poynings, 
Saddlescombe and 
Newtimber. Don’t forget 
that the pumpkin is now 
at the Royal Oak pub 
waiting to have its 
weight guessed. All pro-
ceeds go the children’s 
party and the lucky win-
ner will receive a bottle 

of Champagne. Good 
Luck! Love Su x 
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Most locals have no trouble in recog-
nising the story spelt out in the centre 
panel of the sign; the legend of the 
Devils Dyke. A few, though, have 
asked me about the shield which sits 
as the centrepiece at the top, thinking 
it must be the “Sussex Shield”. It is 
actually our very own piece of her-
aldry; the shield of the Poynings fam-
ily, who were the ancient Lords of the 
manor. 
There is a version, carved in stone, set 
over the church porch door, which I 
photographed to make sure I got the 
design right. For the technically 
minded, the bands across the shield 
are known as ‘Bars’ and the diagonal 
is a ‘Band Dexter’. To find the correct 
colours, I did some research on the 
Internet and found a photo showing it 
as one of the roof bosses of the clois-
ters at Canterbury Cathedral. 
By co-incidence, I paid a visit to Can-
terbury recently and so made a point 
of trying to track down the shield at 
the Cathedral. I was surprised, and 
pleased, to find not just one but     

several; either on their own or 
joined with the shields of other 
families. Poynings was clearly 
once a great name in the land. 
 
Just for the record, the cockerel 
on the sign is a ‘Speckled Sus-
sex’, the oldest of the Sussex 
breeds. The oak leaves and acorns 
are there as another link to the 
past, when the county was one 
huge forest and oaks were known 
as ‘the Sussex weed’. The wheat 
sheaf commemorates not just our 
local farms but also the fact that 
the village once boasted not one 
but two mills. 
 
Malcolm Johnson. 
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Village Sign Unveiling 

August,  Joyce Harris 
in September and 
Sue and Ian Currie 
at Pangdean Farm in 
October.  
We look forward to 
seeing each other at 
future meetings. 
 Joanna Cairns has 
kindly offered to have 

us at Fulking Farm-
house in November al-
though she had already 
entertained us last Feb-
ruary. In December we 
will be with Wendy and 
Terry Desborough at 
Hobbs Cottage, Pye-
combe for our Christ-
mas meeting. 
 
 We meet the first Monday 
in every month; anyone 
sixty and over in the four 
villages  wishing to join us 
for a pleasant afternoon 
please call me, Betty on 
857215 . Transport can be 
provided.  �����
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Carol and Andrew at 
Newtimber Place in 
April, Sally and Rich-
ard at Dulcie Carna-
ghans at Standean 
Farm in May, Lambert 
in June, Joan and Bill 
Brightwell in July ,
Carol and Maurice in 
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Next Parish 
 Council Meeting 

Tues, 6 th November 
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trations. You can get 
to the Forum by going 
to the website at www.

poynings.net and 
clicking on “Poynings 

Forum” on the left 
hand side. This will 

take you to a page that 
explains how to use 

the Forum. 
There is even a page 

where you can put any 

The Poynings website 
is now working and 

can be found at www.
poynings.net. Are you 

missing anything? 
There is a “Forum” 

which can be used to 
post comments and 

feedback on any issue 
you wish and the cli-
mate change meeting 

has started a few regis-

announcements etc., 
similar to the newspa-
pers. Just send me an 
email with details. 

If you are stuck or want 
to add something email 
colin1@cwazy.co.uk  
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Find out what is happening in Poynings on your local Website. 
Download full colour newsletters, Biodiversity Survey and Parish Plan. �
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ADVERTS 
Photography 

 by Robin Cook 
Weddings – Portraits – Com-

pany Events 
Shot on Traditional Film or 

Digital 
www.poyningsmedia.co.uk 

Contact 857835 
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Your friendly village building 
company. Fully insured and 
guaranteed. All aspects of 
building work undertaken 

Phone Toby Crowther on 
01273 831810 or 

07789504093 
��������"#���$����

Home bred, home reared, 
grass fed, 

Beef and Lamb. 
For more information, con-
tact Poynings Grange Farm 

01273 857347 
FLOWER POWER 

 Fresh cut flowers for 
any occasion! 

For orders phone (by Wednes-
day ) Jackie on 857581 or 

07760 310070  

����������������� ���
£25-00 a 

load  
Optional 

kindling £3-00 bag 
We stack it wherever you like. 

Just call Oliver or  
Michael on 857239. 

Deliveries on weekends. 
————————————

The Finance House. 
Mortgages (even if you have 
CCJ’s or no proof of Income) 
Loans, Building Insurance, 
Life Assurance, Buy to Let. 
Free local service.  Will visit 

you anytime. 
Contact Colin Warburton on: 

01273 857 024/ 
07941 460 582 

colin@thefinancehouse.co.uk 
www.thefinancehouse.co.uk 
The Finance House is author-
ised and regulated by the Fi-
nancial Services Authority. 
Your home may be repos-

sessed if you do not keep up 
repayments on your mortgage. 
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At this year's green meeting Henri Brocklebank from Saddlescombe Farm  told people about the biodi-
versity of Poynings village and how the Wildlife Trust were promoting a Living Landscape for all of 
Sussex. A  wide range of plant and animals have already been recorded in Poynings  including Orchids 
and water voles, but new information is really  important so if you have seen an interesting species con-
tact the  Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre, down the road at Woods Mill - 01273 497500. Henri told 
people how information about the wildlife of an  area help conservationists at the Wildlife Trust work 
towards green  networks and corridors. Poynings parish is an important link between  the South Downs 
landscape and the area with heavy development proposed  in the South East Plan further north. The 
richer the biodiversity of  places like Poynings, the greater part it can play in a green  infrastructure for 
Sussex. Strips of Ancient Woodland and wide,  species rich hedgerows are an important link for many 
species in the  agricultural landscape. Climate change predictions show that species are going to have to 
adapt and move as their habitats change and strong reservoirs for wildlife like the South Downs are a 
crucial sponge for wildlife in the area, creating a core area of our living landscape. Naturally func-
tioning habitat are the key as they provide hugely important services like flood prevention and 
water quality. To find out more about the Wildlife Trusts emphasis on living landscapes visit 
the Sussex Wildlife Trust website on www.sussexwt.org.uk . 
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This meeting was the second on this theme and aimed to provide information showing that our 
lifestyle has an effect on the environment.  Trevor Watson & Matthew Bird, Sustainability 
Officers with Lewes District Council, provided a projected display of information relating to 
the amount of carbon that is created by the things we do.  The presentation was in the form of 
a game that was entertaining. Most of the audience were surprised at the level of energy they 
were consuming, even when trying to be green.  Transport and heating seemed to be an area 
where most people find it difficult to reduce their impact. It was recommended that we all sign 
up to a green electricity supplier. See www.greenelectricity.org for price comparisons and a 
sign-up option. 
   Henri Brocklebank gave a presentation on the work of the Wildlife Trusts  and some inter-
esting bio-diversity information unique to our area.  (see below) 
The number that attended the meeting was a disappointment but as a National Trust spokes-
person said after the meeting, “If you advertise a meeting as a green meeting don’t be sur-
prised to get just the greenies.”  A glass or two of wine was enjoyed by all at the end of the 
evening. 
There is a huge amount of information now coming out in the press and it was a great opportu-
nity for all of us to find out more on this important issue.  Lewes and Brighton are seeking 
Transition status so they can more easily cope when the use of oil has to be restricted.  Perhaps 
we ought to consider becoming a Transition Village.  Mike Airey  

Green Democracy 
Mike Airey had hoped to represent the 
area on the District Council.  He thanks 
everyone who supported his campaign 
and although not elected, he intends to 
c o n t i n u e  c a m p a i g n i n g  o n 
environmental issues especially those 
affecting our Downland villages.  Mike 
gained over 700 votes and was just 231 
short of gaining a seat on the council.  
He says he will continue to enjoy living 
a green lifestyle in Poynings and 
intends to stay in touch with a separate 
newsletter to the area.  With his wife 
Christine, he is now co-ordinating the 
Mid Sussex, Horsham and Crawley 
Green Party.  For further information 
telephone 857985. 
        ——————————— 
Thanks to everyone who sponsored me 
on my 24 hour three peaks in England, 
Wales and Scotland mountain walking 
challenge. A team of five people 
completed it in aid of Action Medical 
Research—we are still collecting. 
————————————– 
*Mike Shreeve trekked 
75km in the Himalayas, 

walking up hill, last 
April to raise £2,875.00  
for the National Autistic 

Society. 

He is still collecting! 

See www.justgiving.
com/mike4autism 
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*Amber and Gill joined 
700 other women in a 

half marathon midnight 
sponsored walk around 
Brighton in aid of the 
Martlets Hospice in 

June, collectively 
raising thousands o f 

pounds. Following such a 
huge success;  join them in 
this now annual event next 

year.  
Thank you to our 

sponsors. 
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The World Hang Gliding Championships take place once every 2 years and this time were held at the 
beginning of August in Big Spring Texas about a 5 hour drive west of Dallas. The World championships 
determine the individual World Champion and the team World Champions. The winner will be the person 
or team who have the most points at the end of the competiton.The competition consisted of about 120 
competitors with 26 teams. As Texas is fairly flat the pilots were towed up behind a microlight each day to 
a maximum height of 2,000ft above the airfield. It usually took about an hour to get all the pilots in the air.  
The competition took place over a 10 day period with 7 days flown, 2 lost to strong winds and 1 rest day. 
Each day the pilots were briefed on the task which was generally an elapsed time race to a pre-
determined location (goal) usually via at least one turnpoint. The goal and turnpoint locations are pro-
grammed into the pilots GPS which both assisted the pilots to navigate around the course and at the end 
of the day the track logs were downloaded to a computer to assess whether the pilot completed the task 
and if so how fast. The winner each day was the one who got there fastest. The task distances varied 
between 129km and 285km and were usually completed by the fastest pilots in about 2 - 4 hours depend-
ing on the distance and conditions.  
Each team consists of a maximum of 6 pilots with the top 3 scores counting towards the team result each 
day. The British team lead the competition from the second day by achieving consistently high scores 
every day. Second placed team was France with Austria in 3rd. My personnel position was 16th. This 
was the first time the Brits had won the World Championships since 1991!  
The British team receives funds from the British Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association (BHPA) which 
is a self governing body independent of the Civil Aviation Authority. None of the British team are profes-
sional pilots and all of them have full time jobs to hold down as well as finding the time to practice for a 
competition of this level. My training and practice is normally carried out at the weekends from British hills 
such as Devils Dyke which I've been flying since 1989 and is still my favourite place to fly.  
Winning the Worlds Championships is a massive achievement for a British team who have relatively little 
time to practice in a country with extremely fickle weather conditions. Dave Matthews 

from the street. 

 Above-John Murrell and 
Betty Powell 

Local horticulturalist, John 
Murrell kindly toured the 
village gardens and allot-
ments in August, looking 
for the best flower  garden 
and vegetable plot. He was 
interested in actual flowers 
and vegetables rather than 
‘tidiness’. Some people 
gave him permission to 

visit their back gardens as 
well as see their front ones 

which were usually visible 

At the September parish 
council meeting Betty Pow-
ell was presented with the 
cup for best flowers and Sue 
Brooks was presented with 
one for best vegetables. 
There was a special com-
mendation for June Nunn’s 
hanging baskets and pots.  

Next year we will give 
Rushfields vouchers to the 
winners and have a ‘pot and 
hanging basket ‘section. 
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Poynings man in winning English team -World Hang Gliding Championships, Texas�
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amongst other things. 
Sue Brooks  won   
1st - 2 cobs of sweet 
corn  
2nd - Dahlias 3 blooms 
small decorative + 1 win-
ter squash + 3 cour-
gettes  
3rd - 3 carrots + 9 
French beans + 9 runner 
beans + 3 beets + Dahl-
ias 5 blooms pompon + 
Dahlias 5 blooms small 
miniature ball + Michael-
mas Daisies + collection 

of potatoes . 
George  won 3rd prize 
for his pumpkin. 
 
 The Hurstpierpoint 
Horticultural Society 
meets up on the sec-
ond Tuesday of each 
month, with many in-
teresting talks. If you 
would like to join , 
phone John Murrell on 
857353. 

A really good show 
with lots of entries! 
Paul Mileman (son of 
Pumpkin John) won 
1st  in the heaviest 
pumpkin as well as the 
heaviest pumpkin 
prize and cup at Hen-
field.  
John Murrell of 
Newtimber got a first 
in fruit collection 
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Sunflower Vegetables 
 Sunflower Vegetables 
have been growing vege-
tables just down the road 
from Poynings, at the 
end of Clappers Lane. 
Many thanks to the 
Royal Oak who gave 
space in their car park 
every Thursday evening 
from Mid June to late 
August for Phil and 
Henri to sell their tasty 
produce. 
They will be back next 
year with a much longer 
season, look out for 
posters around the vil-
lage. You can join their 
email order list by 
emailing sunflower.
vegetables@googlemail.
com and they will keep 
you up to date with what 
is available each week. 
Many thanks to all of 
you that supported their 
business this year. 
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It’s official, it’s hot and it’s here! 
 

The girls of Poynings and Newtimber, of old and new, have given up 
their time (and clothes!) to produce this very tasteful calendar in aid 
of Breast Cancer Care .With picturesque scenes in and around the lo-

cal villages it’s one not to be missed.  
 

With the very generous donations from local business including The Royal Oak at Poyn-
ings, Wickwoods, The Handy Man People, Bardsley’s, Frosts Cars, Northstar, Cooking 
for Comfort, Edgingtons, Forfars Bakers, The Response Factory, Carol Clay of Newtim-
ber Place supporting The Dogs Trust, Shoreham and JK Village Hairdressing, this calen-
dar is now ready to raise funds for this very worthy cause. 
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Country Girls Calendar 2008 

 
If you can’t make 
the launch party, 
take a look at the 
Poynings web site 
www.poynings.net 
and follow the link 
to the Country 
Girls Calendar or 
call 01273 857064 
for more details. 

The launch of the 
 calendar is on 
Thursday 25th 

 October at The 
Royal Oak, 8pm 

where the girls will 
be there to promote 
the calendar. Please 
join them for a glass 

of pink bubbly to 
celebrate the launch. 

 
Other businesses where you can buy the calendar for only £5.00 are: 

 
 

Dolly’s Pantry in Ditchling, Edgingtons in Hassocks, Royal Oak in Poynings, 
Roger Booth Associates in Hassocks, Clive Miller in Hurstpierpoint, 

Taste…..Deli in Henfield, Rushfields Plant Centre in Poynings,  
The Handy Man People in Burgess Hill (RH158RG), Bardsley’s in Baker Street, Brigh-

ton (BN1 4JN) and TrendCo in Brighton (BN3 1DD). 
 



Mid Sussex District 
Council Garden Party 

Awards 
At Danny House 

 
Jennie and Peter Bonner were 

nominated to attend this year for 
all their work for Poynings 

Church 
Sadly for us they have had to 
leave the village and we wish 
them all the best in their new 

home.  
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Stoolball.  
 

We had a nail biter this year at 
Pyecombe for our annual match.  
I was feeling quietly comfortable 
although we had quite a young team  
Adrian(Rushfields) was able to play 
this year,thank goodness his back  
problem was a lot better.  
Pyecombe went into bat and then there 
was no holding them they notched up 
193 in fifteen overs.Our wickets fell 
quickly,things were looking bleak 
Adrian tried to rally the teams spirit by 
saying ,that the game is not lost until 
the game is over.yeah,yeah was our 
thought.Then Jake Souch came in to 
bat and things got a little steadier,the 
next wicket fell and Jake was joined 
by Tim Hawkins (ex. Pyecombe) 
Jake's wicket went and Adrian went in 
to join Tim. From then on it was sheer 
joy,six's and four's were scored with 
ease, Tim got a score of 121 and 
Adrian 35 when we reached 
Pyecombe's total.  
Sad to say Tim will be leaving 
Poynings in the very near future but 
who knows we may be able to recruit 
him for the 2008 challenge.  
If there is any body out there wanting 
a really exciting afternoon's stoolball,
please get in touch with me. Betty 
Powell. 
 

 

We had a lovely sunny day which meant everyone was smiling! Many thanks 
to all the helpers who work hard on the 
stalls, side shows and cream teas etc. 
We’d also like to thank everyone who 
donates to the raffle—cakes –books—
bric a brac etc, especially Rushfields 
and the Royal Oak. Our biggest thank 
you is to the patrons who raised £2,026 
which goes toward keeping our beauti-
ful old church fairly solvent. 
Hope to see you all next year, Rene 
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SUPPORT THE PRINCESS 
ROYAL HOSPITAL CONCERT 

WED 12 DECEMBER 2007 
DANNY HOUSE, HURSTPIER-

POINT.   
By kind permission of Richard Bur-
rows and the residents of Danny 
House, Hurstpierpoint, there will be 
a glorious  Christmas Concert at 
Danny, held under the branches of 
Dannys traditional Christmas tree 
in the Great Hall,  on Wednesday 
12 December 2007 to benefit the 
Princess Royal Hospital fighting 
fund. 
Directed by John Sandford, the ever 
popular Vivace Singers will lift our  
spirits and give us an unusual and 
inspiring rendition of  familiar 
Christmas sounds as well as intro-
ducing new settings to traditional 
musical themes.   Vivace rejoice in 
performing an electic mix of reli-
gious and secular close harmony 
songs, injecting nostalgia and fun 
into our lives.  
Meeting together will be all those 
people giving their time to prevent 
the West Sussex Primary Care 
Trust from downgrading and de-
stroying necessary services at the 
Princess Royal Hospital, Haywards 
Heath. 
Patrick Shanahan, Hassocks Parish 
Cllr and Princess Royal activist, 
comments, “Only a small propor-
tion of Mid Sussex residents have 
seen the Trust`s  consultative docu-
mentation and we are working to 
ensure that as many people as pos-
sible have had their say before the 
end of November.  Meanwhile, we 
continue to raise funds towards our  

 
legal and proflegal and professional charges in 
preventing the downgrading of our vital local 
hospital.” 
Tickets priced at £15, to include a mince pie 
and glass of wine on the night are available from  
The Mint House, Hurstpierpoint tel 832694 
admin@theminthouse.co.uk, 
Burgess Hill Town Council Help Point tel 
01444.247726 helppoint@burgesshill.gov.uk 
Haywards Heath District Council Help Point  
tel 01444.458l66 oaklandshelppoint@midsussex.
gov.uk,  
Diana Goodbourn 842136  
 

NHS MEETING AT POYNINGS 
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True portraits of real 
people. 

Offering personal sessions at 
your home or a favourite 

location. Please call or email 
me to discuss your 

specific requirements. 
Audrey Furness 

T: 01273 831 370 
M: 07810 698 444 

E: info@audreyfurness.co.uk 
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Although it wasn’t a great 
summer weather wise for 
cricket, Poynings had another 
very enjoyable and a typically 
inconsistent season. We 
managed to finish 10th in 
division one of the mid Sussex 
league and we staved off 
relegation by winning our last 
two games. We got knocked 
out in the first round of the 
national village knockout but 
we did win the Henfield 20/20 
for the second time in three 
years with a very satisfactory 
win over the hosts in the final 
with Jack Ritchie’s bowling 
being the difference between 
the two sides. 
Les Lowin organised another 
successful tour to Jersey and 
next year we’re planning to go 
to Estonia on tour, to play 
their national side.  
Everything is now put away 
for winter and we will start 
nets again next April, anyone 
interested in playing next 
season please contact: 
Matthew Cutress: 857221. 
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