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�There will be a 
short meeting 
at The Powell's  
(857215)  21, 
Mill Close on 
Monday 21st  
April        at 
7.00 pm to dis-
cuss arrange-
ments for the 
forthcoming 
Fete.  
If there is any-
one out there 
willing to give   
a hand please 
come along, 
new ideas  
welcome. 
           Betty 
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The Devil’s Dyke which 
stands some 711 feet above 
sea level, has been an 
attraction for visitors for 
over 100 years or more. 
The view which spans six 
counties and takes in the 
Isle of Wight, is truly 
spectacular. Early visitors 
would have had to walk or 
ride on horseback until the 
advent of the Horse 
Carriage. 
In September 1887 a spur 
was taken off of the main 
Brighton to Portsmouth 
railway line at Aldrington 
to provide a route to the 
Dyke. This was no mean 
feat as the line would need 
to climb a gradient of 1 in 
40 and in order to make the 
line as level as possible it 
ran in a series of 20-40 foot 
deep cuttings and on 40 
foot high embankments. 
The total journey time was 
around 20 minutes and cost 
1/6d for a First Class 
return. The first building at 
the Dyke was a disused 
bathing machine put there 
in 1818. In 1831 a Hotel 

was erected and this was 
i m p r o v e d  i n  1 8 3 5 . 
Amusements were provided at 
the Dyke: everything from a 
zoo, funfair, switchback, 
bicycle railway and a fortune 
teller to a 7 ton replica Naval 
gun. Among the attractions 
were an Aerial Railway which 
spanned the Dyke Gorge and a 
Funicular Railway which ran 
down the north side of the 
Dyke to Poynings. Some 
evidence of these two 
attractions still remain for the 
observant to find.  
During harsh winters the 
railway provided an important 
lifeline to the villages below 
the Dyke. Farmers, Golfers 
and local people came to look 
upon the railway as a friend. 
The people that operated the 
railway took great pride in 
their work. 
The Stationmaster at the Dyke 

was also signalman, porter, 
ticket clerk, and shunter. 
For most of its length the 
line was out in open 
countyside. The view 
across the valleys to the 
sea from the railway line 
would make one draw 
breath. 
Often in the Summer when 
the engine would loose 
traction, the load would be 
relieved by passengers 
alighting and picking 
blackberries until grip was 
established again when 
they would all jump aboard 
for the steady climb. 
Lineside fires were not 
uncommon due to the odd 
stray spark. Passengers 
would be quick to lend a 
hand beating out the grass 
before the fire could spread 
to neighbouring corn 
fields. The line closed on 
New Years eve 1938 to 
much sadness at its 
passing. A band played the 
last train out of the station 
and in true railway 
tradition it left 10 minutes 
late. TREVOR POVEY     
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HISTORY OF THE DYKE RAILWAY 

Our lovely hosts Sue 
and Ian Currie, in their 
usual generous manner, 
stepped into the breach. 
We had a super party 
which was enjoyed by 
all. The Royal Oak made 
us very welcome in Feb-
ruary and we were 
pleased to see three 
new faces. In March we 
will be back with Joanna 

at Fulking Farm House 
and in April we will be en-
joying the lovely garden at 
Newtimber Place (weather 
permitting). The May tea 
party has yet to be ar-
ranged but rest assured I 
will let you know if we are 
able to get a venue. Keep-
ing our fingers crossed, 
we hope to be with Lam-
bert (Newtimber Old Rec-
tory) in June and Joan 
and Bill (Edburton) in July. 
 If you are over 60 years old 
don't forget that you are more 
than welcome to join us on the 
first Monday of every month for a 
pleasant afternoon, homemade  
cakes and tasty sandwiches plus 
jolly good company. Transport 
can be arranged. Call me on 
857215, Betty.  

In October we had a 
lovely afternoon with 
Sue and Ian Currie at 
Pangdean Farm : a very 
delicious homemade tea  
provided by Nicky fol-
lowed with a quiz which 
Ian had compiled. With 
many thanks to Joanna 
Cairns, we were able to 
spend a most enjoyable  
afternoon in Fulking 
Farmhouse in Novem-
ber. 
We were looking forward 
to having our Christmas 
Party at Hobbs Cottage 
but due to circum-
stances beyond Wendy 
and Terry's control this 
was not possible.  
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All persons eligible for a 
bus pass must come a get 
an application form from 
me-they will need a pass-
port photo. All people 
with bus passes will be 
eligible to free national 
bus travel from 1st April 
2008. You will not be 
able to travel 'out of area' 
before 9.30 am Mondays 
to Fridays. 
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 You can get to the Fo-
rum by going to the 

website at www.
poynings.net and 

clicking on “Poynings 
Forum” on the left 
hand side. This will 

take you to a page that 
explains how to use 

the Forum. 
There is even a page 

where you can put any 

The Poynings website 
is now working and 

can be found at www.
poynings.net. Are you 

missing anything? 
There is a “Forum” 

which can be used to 
post comments and 

feedback on any issue 
you wish. The first 

’post’ on ‘traffic calm-
ing’ was in 2006 . 

announcements etc., 
similar to the newspa-
pers. Just send me an 
email with details. 

If you are stuck or want 
to add something email 
colin1@cwazy.co.uk  

 
 
  
 

� � ' � �9 �

10����
����# �

� � � � � # � ) 0 � � ) � � �

+
1�� 
� :�find out what is happening locally in Poynings,  
download full colour newsletters, Biodiversity Survey and Parish Plan. �
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ADVERTS 
Photography 

 by Robin Cook 
Weddings – Portraits – Com-

pany Events 
Shot on Traditional Film or 

Digital 
www.poyningsmedia.co.uk 

Contact 857835 
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Your friendly village building 
company. Fully insured and 
guaranteed. All aspects of 
building work undertaken 

Phone Toby Crowther on 
01273 831810 or 

07789504093 
��������"#���$����

Home bred, home reared, 
grass fed, 

Beef and Lamb. 
For more information, con-
tact Poynings Grange Farm 

01273 857347 
FLOWER POWER 

 Fresh cut flowers for 
any occasion! 

For orders phone (by Wednes-
day ) Jackie on 857581 or 

07760 310070  

����������������� ���
£25-00 a 

load  
Optional 

kindling £3-00 bag 
We stack it wherever you like. 

Just call Oliver or  
Michael on 857239. 

Deliveries on weekends. 
————————————

The Finance House. 
Mortgages (even if you have 
CCJ’s or no proof of Income) 
Loans, Building Insurance, 
Life Assurance, Buy to Let. 
Free local service.  Will visit 

you anytime. 
Contact Colin Warburton on: 

01273 857 024/ 
07941 460 582 

colin@thefinancehouse.co.uk 
www.thefinancehouse.co.uk 
The Finance House is author-
ised and regulated by the Fi-
nancial Services Authority. 
Your home may be repos-

sessed if you do not keep up 
repayments on your mortgage. 



Transition Village Poynings? 
 
Should Poynings become a Transition Village?   Brighton and Hove have started to look ahead 
and hope to become a Transition City.  The Transition Town movement started in 2005 in 
Kinsale, Ireland, as way of coping with Peak Oil. When demand for oil outstrips production, 
this is peak oil.  Some say this has already happened.   Brighton and Hove are in the very early 
stages of looking at how they can change to a more local economy to survive when oil is too 
expensive and in short supply.  There are no fixed answers for any area but it will involve re-
ducing food miles and the use of energy. A friend from Brighton in the transition movement 
told us that they have the Downs to produce wind energy.  We couldn’t help saying, “So do 
we!”  The difficulties that will arise by inaction are not far ahead.  Fuel and food prices are 
already rising.  It is up to us to recognize the difficulties caused by peak oil and find answers 
for Poynings before problems arise.  
Transition Towns aim to stay ahead of the game.  Google Transition Towns and you can see 
how other areas are preparing.   If you think this is worth further discussion contact: 857985 or 
airey2005@btinternet.com  
 
Mike and Chris Airey. 

Local Horticulturalist John Murrell be visiting our front 
gardens again during the first week of August. If you  
want him to visit your back garden too ring Sheila on 
857482. 
He will be judging actual flowers or vegetables rather 
than tidiness or weeds. 
There will be three categories: 
1/Best Flower Garden 
2/Best Vegetable plot (or allot-
ment) 
3/Best Hanging Basket/Pot 
collection 
Apart from the cups for the first two categories there 
will be 3 Rushfields vouchers as prizes. 
Can you beat last year’s winners Betty, Sue or June? 
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Phil and Henri will be bringing their tasty locally 
grown vegetables to the Royal Oak car park again 
this Summer—look out for posters.  
You can join their email list—sunflower.
vegetables@googlemail.com and they will keep 
you up to date with what’s available each week. 
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_____________________________ 
 
*Three Day Music Festival  
probably coming to Devils 
Dyke Farm Poynings  for 
August Bank Holiday. See 
www.beachdownfestival.com  
_____________________ 
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
A dripping tap wastes about 15 
litres of water a day.  
An energy saving lightbulb can 
save you £60 during the life of the 
bulb.  
If every household replaced one 
bulb with an energy saver light 
bulb the electricity saved in a year 
could power the Blackpool 
Illuminations for nearly 900 years.  
1000 households can receive 
enough electrical power for one 
year from just one 1.8 MW wind 
turbine.  
If every shopper uses just one less 
carrier bag every time they shop 
with Tesco ( might have to take the 
name out!) we could cut bag use 
by one billion a year.  
If we all turn the tap off while 
brushing our teeth and don't waste 
water we can save enough to 
supply 500,000 homes.  
If we all stopped using one 100W 
bulb for a year, the energy saved 
would annually power 800,000 
homes.  
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*COMPOST AND TOP 
SOIL DELIVERED 

SCRAP METAL 
CLEARED 

 PHONE DAVE ON 
07813468083* 

GROW AND EAT SOME-
THING DIFFERENT 

By John and Shirley Murrell 
Published 2007 

John Murrell is a retired Professor of 
Chemistry and has been growing vegeta-
bles for the kitchen for many years. 
Shirley Murrell is a retired Consultant 
Oncologist and currently organises the 
garden in the Martlet’s Hospice in Hove.  
Contents 

Kohl Rabi, Celeriac, Jerusalem Arti-
chokes, Salsify and Scorzonera, Florence 
Fennel, Winter Squashes, Winter Salads, 
Asian Greens, Cardoons and Artichokes, 

Winter Radishes, Beans, Seakale, As-
paragus Pea, Sweet Potatoes, Tomatillo 
and Cape Gooseberry, Celtuce, Okra, 

Jostaberry, Japanese Wineberry, Huckle-
berry, Figs, Korila (Achoccha), Chayote. 
Review from the National Vegetable Society, Vol. 
13, Part 4  
 By Barry Newman F.N.V.S  
The book is packed with information on over 25 
lesser known vegetables and fruits gained from 
John and Shirley’s extensive travels. The book is 
punctuated with personal anecdotes about plants in 
their natural environment plus some excellent reci-
pes. More importantly the Authors pass on some 
very worthwhile cultural advice and facts about 
what are a relatively less well known and neglected 
group of plants. The colour plates contained within 
the book are descriptive, practical, well presented 
and thankfully lack the unnecessary stage manage-
ment and perfection of the coffee table book. 
The book has definitely stimulated both my palate 
and interest in some of these unsung specimens and 
I will certainly include some of them in my planting 
list for next year. A good read for those wishing to 
broaden their growing for eating ambitions. 
Price £6 including postage.  
Tel. 01273 857353, email shirleymur-
rell@btinternet.com�
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In November I won 
the ‘Entrepreneur of 
the Year' award 
(Sussex Business 
Awards) for starting 
‘Pure’  

Chris recently co-starred in ‘Diaspora Jigs‘ at the 
Nightingale Theatre. ‘Both Chris Willoughby and 
Tina Tracey put in excellent performances that 
should not be missed in a very funny, moving and 
incisive production. They are both utterly convinc-
ing with the merest of props and the greatest of tal-
ent.’ -The Brighton Magazine  
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Date Opponents Ground   Date Opponents Ground  
         
April     July    

20 Barcombe (VKO) 2pm A   Wed 2 20/20 Semi Final   
26     5 Streat (L) 2pm A  
27     6 ESTONIA TOUR   

May     7 ESTONIA TOUR   
3 Balcombe (Wisdom Cup) 2pm H   8 ESTONIA TOUR   
4 VKO 2nd round    9 ESTONIA TOUR   
Mon 5     Fri 11 20/20 Final 6pm A  
10 Preston Nomads 3rd XI 

(L) 
2pm H   12 Horsted Keynes (L) 2pm A  

11     13 Wisdom Cup Semi-
Final 

  

17 Balcombe (L)  2pm A   19 Crawley Down (L) 2pm H  
18 Hartfield 2.30pm H   20 Ashurst 2.30pm A  
24 Wisdom Cup 2nd Round 2pm A   26 Ashdown Forest (L) 2pm H  
25 Adelaide 2.30pmH   27 Partridge Green 2.30pm H  
Mon 26     August    
31 Horsham 3rd XI (L) 2pm A   2 East Grinstead 3rd 

XI (L) 
1.30pm A  

June     3 Horsted Keynes 2.30pm A  
1 East Dean & Priston 2.30pm H   9 St Francis (L) 1.30pm A  
7 Dormansland (L) 2pm H   10    
8 Findon 2.30pm A   16 Hartfield (L) 1.30pm A  
Wed 11 Ditchling 20/20 6pm H   17 Newick 2.30pm H  
14 Palmers (L) 2pm H   23 Coleman's Hatch (L) 1.30pm H  
15 Brighton & Hove Crescent 2pm A   24 Presidents / Chair-

mans XI 
11.30am 

H 
 

Wed 18 St Peters 20/20 6pm A   30 Forest Row (L) 1.30pm A  
21 Wisdom Cup 3rd Round    31 Hurstpierpoint 2.30pm H  
22     September    
Wed 25 Brighton Insurance 20/20 6pm A   7 The Greys 1.30pm H  
28 Edenbridge (L) 2pm H   14 Preston Nomads 1.30pm A  
29 Twineham 2pm   21    
     28 Rottingdean 1pm A  

(www.pure360.com)
from scratch and for 
the new start up I am 

working on now 
called ‘crunch 

‘(www.crunch.co.
uk). 
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It’s official, it’s hot and it’s here! 
 

The girls of Poynings and Newtimber, of old and new, have given up 
their time (and clothes!) to produce this very tasteful calendar in aid 
of Breast Cancer Care .With picturesque scenes in and around the lo-

cal villages it’s one not to be missed.  
 

With the very generous donations from local business including The Royal Oak at Poyn-
ings, Wickwoods, The Handy Man People, Bardsley’s, Frosts Cars, Northstar, Cooking 
for Comfort, Edgingtons, Forfars Bakers, The Response Factory, Carol Clay of Newtim-
ber Place supporting The Dogs Trust, Shoreham and JK Village Hairdressing, this calen-
dar is now ready to raise funds for this very worthy cause. 
DANDELION      PUPPETS 
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ROYAL OAK 
 POYNINGS 
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SADDLESCOMBE FARM 
OPEN DAY 

 Sunday APRIL 20th 
10.30—4.00 

 
Heavy Horses 

Vintage Tractors 

——————– 
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Palm Sunday: 
 HOLY TRINITY—
11.00 a.m. “Sharing 
Good News.” 
NEWTIMBER –9.30 
Holy Communion 
 
Maundy Thursday : 
HOLY TRINITY- 
7.30 p.m. A simple 
Communion Service 
to remember Jesus' 
"Last Supper." 
 
 
 

Good Friday:  
 PYECOMBE: 10.00 a.
m. “An Hour at the 
Cross.” 
 EDBURTON: 12 noon 
“An Hour at the 
Cross.” ] 
 
Easter Sunday: 
HOLY TRINITY— 
11.00 a.m. “So what IS 
life all about?” 
NEWTIMBER—9.30 
am (Canon Alan Sprey) - 
Holy Communion 
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Rectory Ramblings�
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Dear Friends, 
I wonder what it is that you like about Easter. If you’re like me, Easter always conjures up 
the vision of a basket full of Cadbury’s cream eggs…but you can get them at Christmas 
now! Some think of Easter as the point where winter is over and spring is “bursting out all 
over.” The trouble is that with all our climate changes, we can never be sure of that any 
more. This February has had both the coldest and the hottest February day on record, and 
some areas have had both fog and snow at the same time [the meteorologists are still won-
dering how that could happen] and many of us can remember a couple of inches of snow on 
an Easter Sunday in days gone by! The days when we had proper seasons are a thing of the 
past; the weather is less certain than ever! 
But there is one certainty that Easter assures us of and that is the reality and relevance of the 
love of God. The cross of Christ and the empty tomb are not “religious myth;” they are his-
torical facts and are able to make an amazing transformation in our lives! 
Come and join us over the Easter period and discover for yourself what life is really all 
about because of the crucified, resurrected and living Jesus . 
Have a great Easter, 
Peter and Jean 

Stoolball.  
The annual 
match will be 
held at 
Pyecombe on 
Sat July 19th.  
If you are 
interested in 
playing please 
contact me, 
857215, Betty 
Powell.  

A grand night was had by all! 
Many thanks to our helpers on the 
night, the Royal Oak staff, the 
band 4-Stroke, who played for 
free, (www.4-strokedecades.co.
uk) people who donated raffle 
prizes or bought raffle tickets, 
people who bought tickets for or 
helped with fund raiser ’The His-
tory Of The Dyke Railway’ and 
especially to organiser Tara. 
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CALENDAR 
RAISED £10,000 
FOR BREAST 

 CANCER CARE                
                                                         
Finally, the Country Girls 
Calendar has come to an end 
and a very successful one 
too! 
 On Thursday 31st January, 
the Royal Oak played host to 
everyone who had sponsored 
the calendar and to the local 
outlets who had agreed to 
help sell the calendar. 
Gill, a representative for 
Breast Cancer Care, came 
along to see the cheque being 
written for a staggering 
£9450, only to be topped up 
to £10,000 by an anonymous 
local businessman.  
The whole project has been a 
huge success considering we 
were only going to print 500 
copies as we didn’t really 
think it would sell that well! 
Thank you to everyone who 
has given us their support in 
raising money for such a  
worthy cause. 
Tara Stenning (Miss Novem-
ber!) x                                                       
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Thanks to everyone who attended 
the Childrens’ Christmas party, it 
was really good fun and very much enjoyed 
by all. Marky Wild was particularly enter-
taining and blew up balloons for over 43 
children! A big thank you to Santa and his 
gorgeous fairy for finding the time to pop in 
and deliver presents, Paul and Lewis at the 
Royal Oak for providing food and shelter 
and I would also like to thank everyone that 
helped out on the night, in particular Tania 
who was fabulous. Hope to see everyone 
again next year, I think we have claimed the 
pub floor as our own now! - Su x 
               ——————————– 
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True portraits of real 
people. 

Offering personal sessions at 
your home or a favourite 

location. Please call or email 
me to discuss your 

specific requirements. 
Audrey Furness 

T: 01273 831 370 
M: 07810 698 444 

E: afurness_uk@yahoo.co.uk 
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       *CLEANING  
  JOBS   WANTED 
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